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Hello All
 
It’s is hard to believe another week has passed. It feels like the days are getting longer as
one week blends into the next. 
 
One of our major efforts this week was once again focused on keeping you and patients
safe as this remains our top priority. I’m sure that you are aware of the world wide shortage
of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), and we are doing everything that we can to
ensure we maintain an adequate supply, in particular masks. We know that federally and
provincially everyone is working hard to secure more PPE. 
 
On Friday April 10th we received an updated Directive from the Chief Medical Officer of
Health related to the use and conservation of and appropriate use of PPE. We must follow
the Directive as it is embedded within the Health Protection and Promotion Act. This
Directive includes a statement that public hospitals and long-term care homes, health
workers and other employees must engage on the conservation and stewardship of PPE. It
also outlines what is considered an Aerosol Generating Medical Procedure, and the outline
is consistent with our current protocols.
 
At GGH we need your help to ensure that we have an adequate supply of PPE.  We all
must work together and be accountable to ensure that we are using and conserving our
PPE appropriately. If we do not work diligently together to conserve our PPE supplies, we
will not have the supplies when we need them most.
 
Your director will help you understand safe and appropriate use of PPE and the actions
required for conserving. Some people have questioned why are we asking you to put
masks in bags at the end of the day. We have been directed provincially that we must save
all masks for potential reprocessing in the future. We will soon learn how this should be
done from the scientists who are working on this provincially. We are preparing for it.
 
We will continue to keep you up to date with current guidelines through our daily updates
from Perry. These can be found on the hospital external internet site so that you can see
them from home. Directors will also be reviewing this information at huddles on each unit. I
know this can be confusing at times as when we get new Directives we must update these.
 If you have questions, please ask your director, manager or supervisor.
 
On a more inspiring note, I wanted to share with you some interesting research findings
about compassion. The studies demonstrate that showing compassion for others helps heal
illness, reduce stress and increase a person’s immunity. This is something that will be easy
for GGH to continue doing.
 
I am honoured to witness compassion each day through you providing excellent care,
diagnostics, and leadership, cleaning our environment, doing your best to provide
medications, supplies, food, fixing things, making sure we keep good health records,
supporting IT and paying our bills on time, just to name a few. Also the compassion that
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you show each other as we take on this incredible pandemic challenge will help us all to
stay healthy.
 
The support from our care partners within our Guelph and Area Ontario Health Team, our
community and donors demonstrates the compassion they have for us as partners. I will
leave you with a story of a community member who demonstrated his compassion to keep
us safe by designing a homemade raincoat poncho and shield that he thought we could use
to stay safe. His family had been cared for at GGH and it was a way for him to say thank
you.
 
So please continue to take care of yourself and your colleagues, and continue to support
and show compassion for each other and our patients as we at GGH are so well known for.
 
I hope you have some time to rest and recharge this weekend, and if you celebrate
them, Happy Easter or Happy Passover.
 
Thank you,
Marianne Walker
BScN, MHSc, CHE
President and CEO
Guelph General Hospital 
519 837-6440 ex 2201
 


