
Atypical Presentation of COVID-19

Actively screen patients for the following symptoms:

- Fever (Temperature of 37.8 or greater) OR
- Any new/worsening acute respiratory symptoms(SOB, sore throat, runny nose*, 
sneezing*, nasal congestion*, hoarse voice, difficulty swallowing, new olfactory or 

taste disorder(s), nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain) OR
- Clinical or radiological evidence of pneumonia

Consider atypical presentations of COVID-19, particularly in children, older 
persons, and people living with a developmental disability (see box below)

*Note: patients presenting with ONLY runny nose/sneezing or congestion, consideration should be 
given to other underlying reasons for these symptoms such as seasonal allergies

For NEW ONSET 
symptomatic patients. 

INITIATE DROPLET/ 
CONTACT PRECAUTIONS

Complete the IPAC COVID-
19 Tracking Tool 

(Date, onset of symptoms, 
G#, location etc.)

Document DROPLET/CONTACT 
PRECAUTIONS in MEDITECH:

Add Intervention: Isolation 
Precautions in the patient’s 
Process Intervention Screen. 

Complete fields.

FAX Completed form to IPAC at 519-837-6781. 
NOTE: If no symptomatic patients  are 

identified by end of shift, indicate no patient 
identified and fax to IPAC at shift change.

ANY SYMPTOMATIC PATIENTS MUST BE TESTED. 

Symptoms 
Unexplained fatigue/malaise 

Delirium (acutely altered mental status and inattention) 

Unexplained or increased number of falls 

Acute functional decline 

Exacerbation of chronic conditions 

Chills 

Headaches 

Croup 
Conjunctivitis

Signs 
Unexplained tachycardia, including age 
specific tachycardia for children 

Decrease in blood pressure 

Unexplained hypoxia (even if mild i.e. O2 
sat <90%) 

Lethargy, difficulty feeding in infants (if 
no other diagnosis) 

Active Screening For All Admitted Patients must be 
conducted at least twice daily. This includes ALC patients.

Notify Bed Allocation to 
update Pandemic 

Status in Meditech. 

IPAC COVID-19 Active Screening 
Algorithm

Last Update: 
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FOR CLEARING PATIENTS OFF PRECAUTIONS:

Please note, the Pandemic Status does not replace the 
IPAC Assessment. Continue to follow the documented 

IPAC Assessment in Meditech for instructions on 
clearing all isolated precautions including Suspect or 

COVID positive patients. 
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